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Why This Music Book?

“Just the Black Keys” engages the youngest of students and those who
need a slower pace. These children may start piano with only one
applicable skill - knowing how to count to ten!

For them, beginning to use their fingers
in a coordinated manner is a big task.

How much easier it is when only one thing needs to be remembered:

Where are fingers 2, 3, and 47?

LEFT RIGHT

Students quickly learn to count using the black-keys-only approach,
as without a staff, there are fewer distractions.

Over the weeks, refinements in recognition of musical symbols will grow:
the double bar line, repeat dots, ties, even octave change indications will
become part of their knowledge base. From this small skill set, their
confidence to try new songs will increase.



How To Use This Book:

Little ones will quickly learn to recognize
the difference between the two black key groups:

DOG HOUSE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

The “DOG HOUSE” uses just two fingers:
3 2 2 3
LEFT HAND RIGHT HAND

Playing on a “GRANDMA’S HOUSE” always requires three fingers:

i -~ i

4 3 2 2 3 4
LEFT HAND RIGHT HAND



Right vs. Left Hand

Next comes recognizing when to use RIGHT versus LEFT hand.

The direction of the note stems is the clue.

[FrT dd dd

Notes with stems pointing Notes with stems that go UP are
DOWN are always played by the always played by the RIGHT
LEFT HAND, also called “bot- HAND, also called the “top,”

tom,” “low;” or “down” hand. “high,” or “up” hand.

Whole Notes Are A Puzzle ...
O O o

When whole notes appear, students can be assisted by asking:

<«

What is the note next to? An “up” stem or a “down” stem?

JJO rro

Is the note under or over the lyrics? The lyrics are always in between the hands.

J o

Fa la la
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Helpful Tips

My favorite and fastest way to help students remember which hands the parts
go with is to use red and lime green pens to loop around the notes. Red for
right; lime green for left.

Further, the finger numbers “2, 3, 4” can be drawn directly on your student’s
fingers (with non-toxic ink, of course!) if the student is comfortable with that.

If you wish your students to learn these songs in order of difficulty, I suggest
starting with the left hand version of Hot Cross Buns or Pizza Please (they are
the same melody).

From there it will be easy to add the single right hand note of Mary Had a Little
Lamb, or two new right hand notes with Once There Was a Humpback Whale.
Sandhill Cranes is perhaps even easier than Humpback Whale.

Playing both hands together, as in portions of Halloween Monsters and Jab-
berwocky, seems like a hurdle to get over for students. Once they have done
it, they love the power of the harmony. Morning Sun Upon the Mountain is
almost entirely harmony, and therefore very satisfying to play even without the
teacher duet.

Difficulties in this book? Only for the accompanist, who ought to be able to
play on the black keys.



Bad Dog
RiIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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Bad Dog

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Bad dog! Sneak - ing  in kit -  chen,
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Hop -ing that the  cook will turn a - way!
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Bad dog! Eat - ing up cat's food,
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Celery

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Cel -

cel -

Celery

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

2
er y raw de vel ops the
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2 3 3 2 3
= 3 4 3 2
er -y stewed is more eas - 1 - ly
T
3 2 3
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Christmas Time is Almost Here

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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p . Chnst-mas time is  al-most here! It's the mag-ic time of year!
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Pre-sents un - der - neath the tree,  stock-ings hang from my chim-ney!
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Christ-mas-time\ 1s / near! Mag - ic time\of  year!
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Christmas Time is Almost Here

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

2 2
Christ-mas time 1s  al - most here! It's the mag-ic time of year!

eff e f el F7F

2 2
Pre - sents un - der - neath the tree, stock-ings hang from my chim - ney!
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Christ-mas - tlrJnX/ near! Mag - ic  time year!

FFFF
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The Deer in the Woods

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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The Deer in the Woods

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

3 2 3 3
o J oo 4 Jl. J o
The deer im the woods stays hid-den in trees
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Her fawns dwell there safe- ly by blend-ing with the leaves.
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Go Tell It On the Mountain

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Go,

hills

moun

Go Tell It On the Mountain

and

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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tell it on the moun - tain,
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tain, that Je - sus Christ  1s born!
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Growling Growling Growling Tiger

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Ly Growl-ing, growl-ing, growl-ing ti- ger, growl-ing in the night.
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I will stay in - side my house, where I am out of  sight!
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Growling Growling Growling Tiger

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

PR

Growl-ing, growl-ing, growl-ing ti - ger, growl-ing 1n the night
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3 3 3 3 3 4 3 2
I will stay in - side my house, where I am out of  sight!
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Halloween Monsters

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Hal - lo - ween brings ma - ny mon - sters knock-ing at your door.
A L, Letthem have a bit of can- dy youboughtat the store.
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Halloween Monsters

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

2 4
Hal - lo - ween brings ma- ny mon - sters knock -ing at your door.
Let them have a bit of can- dy you boughtat the store. .
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Then no more! Shut the door!
For T Fr T
3 3 2 3 3 2

| J J
Hal - lo - ween brings ma- ny mon - sters knock-ing at your door.

P e
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Hiding In the Forest

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Hi- ding in the for - est there's a moose by a spruce
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Hiding In the Forest

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

fj J )] JJJ

-ding 1 the for est there's a moose a spruce,
2 2 3

) NN

Hid-ing in the for -  est there's the black - est bear.
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Hot Cross Buns

I I I LEFT HAND ONLY - ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Hot Cross Buns!
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One a pen - ny,
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Hot Cross Buns

RIGHT HAND ONLY - ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE I I I
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Hot Cross Buns!
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Icicles

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Icicles

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

JJJJ JJJJ

drip, drop, roof -  top!
O O

) 2

jjjjjjj BN

melt - ing, drip, drop, drip! I ci - cles are
o o o
3 3 2
3 4
. J J J J J ,
O
ta sty, break one ake a sip!
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Jabberwocky

Lewis Carroll

Primo up an 8va or more throughout QU . elc.
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Jabberwocky

START WITH:
RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DOG HOUSE
Lewis Carroll
4 4 4
'"Twas bril-lig & the  sli-thy toves did gyre & gim-ble in the wabe, all mim-sey were the
"Be-ware the Jab-ber-wock, my son! The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! Beware the Jubjub

RGN

SWITCH TO:
RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
4 2 3 4 LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
J ﬂ J Fine 2J
bor - o-goves, & the mome raths out - grabe. He took his vor-pal sword in hand; long

bird, and shun the  frum-ious Bandersnatch!

ddid !

2 2 j j 2
time the manxome foe he sought-So rest-ed he by the Tumtum tree, & stood awhile in thought.

eneret fefoero feee
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Jabberwocky eacs>

f

.

I

e T

H 1 I ‘ [ ‘ | [

P A 1Dy | | I ] | | | | | | 1
G b e e o, e e ., O o
\Q\j} vV v L d

And, as in uff-ish thought he stood, the Jabber-wock, with eyes of flame, came whiffling thru the
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To end the song, go back to the beginning, and repeat just verse one:
"Twas brillig and the slithy toves..."



Jabberwocky eacs>

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

4 4 4
And, as in uffish thought he stood, the Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, came whiffling through the
» One, two! One, two! & through & through the vorpal blade went snickersnack! He left it dead, and

AT

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoGg HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

4 3 4 2
And hast thou slain the Jab-ber-wock? Come

tulgey wood, And burbled as it came!
with its head he went ga-lumph-ing back. o
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2 2 3
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to my arms, my beam-ish boy! Oh, frabjous day! Call-oo! Callay! He chortled in his joy.

Frrrrrr Kl rr grrﬂ
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To end the song, go back to the beginning, and repeat just verse one:
"Twas brillig and the slithy toves..."

31



Mary Had a Little Lamb

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

lit - tle lamb,

lit - tle lamb,
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Mary Had a Little Lamb

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

had a lit - tle lamb, lit tle  lamb,
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It - tle lamb. Ma - 1y had a
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Start an octave high in both parts, then drop down an octave on the repeat

Morning Song

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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Morning Song

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

2 2
J J
Mom - ing! The sun strikes  the moun - tains,
S r e T [
2 3 A 3 2 2
2 2 3
J J
the dark swift -ly steals a - way, and the world
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3 4 3 2 3 2 2
3 2

slow - ly wakes for the day.
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Morning Sun Upon the Mountain

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

Primo up an 8va or more throughout
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e; | Morn- ing sun up - on the moun-tain lifts up my soul
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Morning Sun Upon the Mountain

I I RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE I I I
LEFT HAND ON THE DOoG HOUSE

4 3 4 3 4 3 4 3 2 3 4
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Morn-ing sun up - on the moun-tain lifts up my  soul
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Mom-ing sun up - on the moun-tain makes m\fee%vhole.
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Morning Sun Upon the Mountain

PAGE 2
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Wake me/ up, shake me up, sun-shine on the moun - tain,
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Morning Sun Upon the Mountain

II o III
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Old MacDonald

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Old MacDonald

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

ju JJJ)]
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moo, moo, here, and a moo, there.
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With a quack quack here, & a quack quack there, here a quack, there a quack, everywhere a quack quack

42

Old MacDonald

PAGE 2
o) [ 1 |
A |
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A L. Old Mac-Don-ald had a farm, E-T-E-1 0!
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Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a pig, E-I-E-I-O!
With a oink oink here, & a oink oink there, here a oink, there a oink, everywhere a oink oink
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a duck, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a horse, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

With a neigh neigh here, & a neigh neigh there, here a neigh, there a neigh, everywhere a neigh neigh

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a lamb, E-I-E-I-O!
With a baa baa here, & a baa baa there; here a baa, there a baa, everywhere a baa baa
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had some chickens, E-I-E-1-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

With a cluck cluck here, & a cluck cluck there; here a cluck, there a cluck, everywhere a cluck cluck




Old MacDonald

II PAGE 2 III
D)oo

Here a  moo, there a moo, ev' - ry- where a moo, moo!

1] JJ1JJ:

Old Mac-Don-ald had a farm,
Frrf
30 2 3

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a pig, E-I-E-I-O!
With a oink oink here, & a oink oink there, here a oink, there a oink, everywhere a oink oink
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

eyl
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0Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a duck, E-I-E-I-O!
With a quack quack here, & a quack quack there, here a quack, there a quack, everywhere a quack quack
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-1-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a horse, E-I-E-I-O!
With a neigh neigh here, & a neigh neigh there, here a neigh, there a neigh, everywhere a neigh neigh
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had a lamb, E-I-E-I-O!
With a baa baa here, & a baa baa there; here a baa, there a baa, everywhere a baa baa
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O! And on his farm he had some chickens, E-I-E-I-O!
With a cluck cluck here, & a cluck cluck there; here a cluck, there a cluck, everywhere a cluck cluck
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O!
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Once There Was a Humpback Whale

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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AL, Once there was a  hump-back whale.  Di-ving down, he splashed his tail!
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u Hump-back whale!  Splash-ing tail! Hope I see a hump-back whale.
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Once There Was a Humpback Whale

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

2 3 2 2 3
Once there was a hump-back whale. Di-ving down, he splashed his tail!

rrf e ff Ff

3 2 3 2
Hump-back whale! Splash-ing tail! Hope see a  hump-back whale.

rerrt ff6r
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One Star in the Darkness

RicHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

RIGHT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
SWITCHING

BACK & FORTH
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Performance suggestion: Play both parts up an octave
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DoG HOUSE

N
ND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

SWITCHING
FORTH

BACK &

One Star in the Darkness
Do Houske

ND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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Ooey Gooey

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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H 1 Oo - ey Goo-ey was a worm, A might-y worm was he; He
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Ooey Gooey

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

4 2 4 2 2 2 4 2 4 2 3 2
Oo-ey Goo-ey was a worm, A might-y worm was he; He
2 3

4 2 4 2 2 2

4 2 3 2
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stepped up-on the  rail -road track. The train he did not  see!
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Pirate!

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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AL Pi - rate! Pi - rate! pi- rate, be - ware!
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Dan-ger! Hur - ry! Take co-ver, take -care!
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Qf)& L Run, run, run a - way! Run, run, run a - way!
A
@ . 22Y = =
W rrrT T T
8?)[1 ________________
_qzllf)iﬂ)l

50



Pirate!

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

2 3 j
Pi - rate! Pi - rate! A pi- rate, be - ware!
I I I I
2 2 2 2 3 2
2 j j
Dan-ger! Hur-ry! Take co - ver, take care!
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Run, run, run a - way! Run, run, run a - way!
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Pizza Night

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Piz - za night! Piz-za nightt Mov-ie and a piz-za night!
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Pizza Night

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

I P

Piz-za night! Piz-za night! Mov-ie and a piz-za night!
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- za night!
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Pizza Please

I I I LEFT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Piz - za, please! Piz - za,
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Pep - per - o - ni, cheese, an
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Piz : za, please!
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Pizza Please

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE I I I

S
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o o
Piz - za, please! Piz - za, please!
] j IR
Pep - per - o - ni, cheese, an - cho - wy,
4
. J 2

o

Piz - za, please!
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Rain Again

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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Q: Drip, drop, drip, drop goes the rain. Drip, drop, drip, drop, not a - gain!
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Drip, drop, Wea-ther, please be fine, drip, drop, bring some SUN - SHINE!
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Rain Again

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

4 3
Drip, drop, drip, drop goes the rain. Drip, drop, drip, drop, not a - gain!

rfrf rfrf

4
2 J 2
Drip, drop, Wea - ther, please be fine, drip, drop, bring some SUN - SHINE!

rrrf rrrr
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Sandhill Cranes

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
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A Sandhill cranes are fly -ing in the sky a-bove the mus - keg,
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They are fly - ing south & we will see them in the spring!
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Sandhill Cranes

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

JJJJJ JJJJ

Sand -hill cranes are fly -ing in sky a - bove the mus -

Ff Frf

2 3 4 3 2
J JJ :
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They are fly - ing south and we will see them in the spring!

f Frfrf
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Rose Fyleman

Singing Time

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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Singing Time

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Rose Fyleman
2 2 32
; J J e
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I wake in the morn- ing ear -ly and al- ways the
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4 3 2 2 2
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ve -1y first thing, I poke out my headand I sit up in
.
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bed and I sing and I sing and I sing.
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Sing the Blues

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

List- en

to

the

jazz

band

play the

blues all
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Play them
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down,

play those blues all
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town.

Singing, swinging,bringing blues all o - ver the
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Sing the Blues

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

2 3 43 2
. o J J JJ)
List - en to the jazz band play the blues all  o-ver the

O
- f o f
2 2 2

2 3 Yo,
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land. Play them wup and play them down, play those blues all
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o-verthe town. Singing, swinging bringing blues all o - ver the  town.
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Snowflake in Your Eye

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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0 — Lit-tle snow-flakes fall-ing, twirl-ing, soft -ly from the sky,
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a ., Drift-ing float-ing, Turn your face up, snow-flake in your eye!
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Snowflake in Your Eye

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEET HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

J)oJil b .

Lit - tle snow-flakes fall- ing, twirl -ing, soft-ly from the sky,

[ [ [

2 3 2 3 2
Drift - ing, float -ing, Turn your face up, snow - flakein your eye!

fr Fr ff o
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Sparkle, Sparkle, Said the Sun

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE
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Sparkle, Sparkle, Said the Sun

RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Spark - e, spark - e, said the sun, and

3
3 2 3 2 2 2
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shook a glit - ter on the ground. The snow be - gan to
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soft - ly shim - mer, glim - mer all a - round
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RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

Thump & Thump & Thump

o) 1
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AL Thump & thump & thump! Thump & thump & thump!
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Q; ., Thump & thump & thump & thump & thump & thump & thump!
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Thump & Thump & Thump

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

4
J j
Thump & thump & thump! Thump & thump & thump!

rr e ree
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4 4 3 32
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Thump & thump & thump & thump &  thump & thump &  thump!
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Thump & thump & thump! The cones are drop - ping from the tree.
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Thump & Thump & Thump

PAGE 2
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© | Bu-sy squirrel, so oc -cu-pied it  does-n't no-tice me
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Thump & Thump & Thump

II PAGE 2 III

4 2 3 4 3
Bu - sy squirrel, so - pied 1t does- n't mno -tice me.

Frrr

4 2
Thump & thump & thump! Thump & thump & thump!
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Drop an octave

4 4 3 3 2
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Thump & thump &  thump & thump & thump & thump &  thump!
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Who Has Seen the Wind?

RiGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Christina Rossetti
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o Who has seen the wind? Nei -ther I  nor
" Who has seen the wind? Nei -ther you nor
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Who Has Seen the Wind?
I I I RIGHT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE I I
LEFT HAND ON GRANDMA’S HOUSE

Christina Rossetti

3 5 3002
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Who  has seen the wind? Nei - ther I nor
Who  has seen the wind? Nei - ther you nor
i 2 2 2 4
3 5 3
you: But when the leaves hang trem - bl - ing The
I: But when the trees bow  down their heads The
3 2 2 2 2 2
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wind is pass - ing through. ° ‘
wind 1S pass - Ing by.
S
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3 2 4
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Whole Duty of Children

RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE

LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE

Robert Louis Stevenson
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Whole Duty of Children
RIGHT HAND ON THE GRANDMA’S HOUSE
LEFT HAND ON THE DoG HOUSE
Robert Louis Stevenson
2 j 2
child should al - ways say what's true, and speak when

P e Py

3 3 2 3
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he is spo - ken to, and be - have man-ner-ly at
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ta -ble, at least as s a - ble.
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